
UNDERSTANDING  TRUE  BIBLE  FELLOWSHIP
and  FAITH,  part 3  quotes

1)  Understanding True Bible Faith 

What are these 7 key pillars or landmarks of truth that have been carefully hewn
out of God’s word of truth? 

“The passing of the time in 1844 was a period of great events, opening to our
astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in heaven, and having
decided relation to God's people upon the earth, [also] the first and second angels'
messages and the third, unfurling the banner on which was inscribed, "The
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." One of the landmarks (or pillars –– see
Selected Messages, book 3, p 406; Manuscript Releases, vol 10, p 387; Manuscript
760, p 9) under this message was the temple of God, seen by His truth-loving people in
heaven, and the ark containing the law of God. The light of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment flashed its strong rays in the pathway of the transgressors of God's law.
The nonimmortality of the wicked is an old landmark. I can call to mind nothing more
that can come under the head of the old landmarks.” Counsels to Writers and Editors, p
30-31. 

Inspiration declared these 7 key pillars or landmarks of our faith to be:



1st Pillar –– the First Angel’s Message 
2nd Pillar –– the Second Angel’s Message 

3rd Pillar –– the Temple of God in Heaven, or the Heavenly Sanctuary 
4th Pillar –– the Cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary and Christ’s Ministerial Work

There as our High Priest 
5th Pillar –– the Law of God including the Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment 

6th Pillar –– the Third Angel’s Message 
7th Pillar –– the Non-Immortality of the Wicked or of the Soul

2) 

1st Pillar –– the First Angel’s Message

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Revelation 14:6-7.



The Everlasting Gospel is the "Good News" about Jesus and the plan of
redemption and salvation from sin through faith in Jesus Christ –– the connecting link
between God and man (John 14:6, Genesis 28:12-13). This glorious gospel declares that we
can be freely justified before God (Isaiah 45:25, Romans 3:28, Galatians 2:16, Romans 3:24, Titus 3:7, 1

Corinthians 6:11, Romans 5:9, 3:4, Matthew 12:37, Romans 2:13, James 3:20-24), obtain grace and
strength to stand (Romans 5:1-5, Ephesians 6:10-18, Galatians 5:1), warring against and
victoriously overcoming all temptations and sins (Romans 8:1-2) unto righteousness (Romans

6:16, 5:21) and continued sanctification through Christ and His Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 23:6,

Isaiah 61:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4, 2 Thessalonians 2:13) which strengtheneth us (Philippians 4:13). This
gospel is not "all faith" or "all grace" which shuts out our efforts, nor is it "all works"
which shuts out Jesus. It is the uniting of divinity and humanity –– God working and us
working for our salvation (Philippians 2:12-13, Revelation 22:14).

3)  What is the Plan of Redemption or Salvation? It is the "conditional" process
(Testimonies, vol 2, p 691; vol 5, p 692; vol 3, p 481; vol 1, p 440; Patriarchs and Prophets, p 431; Bible

Commentary, vol 7, p 931) whereby fallen humanity can be reconciled back to God (Patriarchs

and Prophets, p 331) by their working participation and union with God (Acts of Apostles, p 482;

Testimonies, vol 6, p 372; Evangelism, p 596; Desire of Ages, p 296-297; Testimonies, vol 4, p 464) in the
keeping of His laws (Selected Messages, book 1, p 218, 225; Testimonies, vol 5, p 515), and in the
subduing of every sin in their life through the force of their will (Selected Messages, book1, p 82;
Desire of Ages, p 311; Steps to Christ, p 15; Patriarchs and Prophets, p 248; Mount of Blessings, p 61; Testimonies,

vol 5, p 513; Matthew 11:12; Bible Commentary, vol 1, 1095-1096) to reflect God's righteousness and to
vindicate His character before all peoples (Patriarchs and Prophets, p 68). Jesus Christ made
possible this glorious plan by being born of a virgin, clothing His divinity with, and
becoming one with humanity (Desire of Ages, p 363), taking man's fallen sinful nature upon
Him (Fundamentals of Christian Education, p 408; Testimonies, vol 5, p 235; Desire of Ages, p 49, 117; Bible

Commentary, vol 4, p 1147; Review and Herald, vol 1, p 140; vol 3, p 421; Spirit of Prophecy, vol 2, p 39), and
then engaging the strong foe's temptations with the inward pulling and drawing towards
sin, but never giving in to this (Testimonies, vol 5, p 177; Bible Commentary, vol 7, p 929; Hebrews 4:15;

Signs of the Times, vol 3, p 264). This was necessary in order for Christ to experience and
overcome the strong temptations with which Satan tempts fallen humanity, and thus
Christ broke Satan's hold upon man (Prophets and Kings, p 586), and provided humanity with
a perfect example and pattern of how they can also overcome (Revelation 3:21; Testimonies,
vol 4, p 45, 86; Desire of Ages, p 49; Sons and Daughters of God, p 23; Bible Commentary, vol 7, p 925; vol 5, p

1082; Acts of Apostles, p 531; Ministry of Healing, p 180-181). 



Christ never once used His own divine power while on earth (Testimonies, vol 4, p 45;

Counsels to Parents and Teachers, p 276-277; Desire of Ages, p 119; Bible Commentary, vol 5, p 1124), not
even for others (angels did the miracles –– Desire of Ages, p 143), but completely
worked with and relied upon His Father for help to overcome the great temptations and
to sustain Him in His work (Desire of Ages, p 24, 147, 674-75; Education, p 80; Messages to Young People,

p 58). Thus Christ had no advantage over humanity, and we can, by uniting with God
through Christ by faith, exercise the same powers which Christ had in order to live a
pure spotless life out of love for God (Desire of Ages, p 24, 664). Christ bore, suffered, and
died upon the cruel cross, rose the third day, and ascended to heaven to minister as
our High Priest before God in securing for humanity the choice to serve God or Satan.
Thus the "humanity of Christ means everything to us" (Our Heavenly Calling, p 48),
because if Christ did not take on Him our fallen sinful nature, but had an unfallen nature
like Adam before the fall or of the angels, then He could not have suffered by being
tempted, and would not know what you or I are going through when we are tempted.
This would mean that He could not know how to succor or help us out of the temptation!
But praise God this is not the case. Christ did have our fallen sinful nature upon Him,
and He did suffer by being tempted, and therefore He can indeed help us in every time
of need (Hebrews 2:10, 16, 18, 5:7-9; Testimonies, vol 5, p 177).

4)  What is sin? "Sin is the transgression of the law" of God, or the ten commandments
(1 John 3:4, 2:7; Exodus 20:1-17).

What is Justification? Justification is the gift from God of full and complete
pardon from passed acknowledged, confessed, and forsaken sins (Proverbs 28:13; 1 John

1:9; Selected Messages, book 1, p 391; Bible Commentary, vol 6, p 1071). Justification is manifested by
the transformation of character (Bible Commentary, vol 6, p 1071), and is not given or retained
while transgressing God's law (Selected Messages, book 1, p 213, 366; James 2:24). It is not "once
justified, always justified!"

What is Sanctification? Sanctification is the continual growing in grace (Bible

Commentary, vol 7, p 947) by daily studying God's word (1 Corinthians 6:11; 1 Timothy 4:5; John 17:19)

and daily dying to self by conforming to God's will (Testimonies, vol 4, p 299). We must keep
God's law to attain and maintain sanctification (Counsels on Health, p 69; Great Controversy, p, 467;

Testimonies, vol 2, p 472). Thus sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, perfect
conformity to God's will (Isaiah 5:16; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Acts of Apostles, p 565).

 



5)  What does it mean to "fear God"? To fear God means to love (Deuteronomy 10:12),
reverence (Psalms 89:7), trust (Psalms 115:11), serve (Joshua 24:14; 1 Samuel 12:14, 24), hope (Psalms

33:18-22, 147:11), keep His commandments (Deuteronomy 31:12-13, 17:19, 5:29; Psalms 112:1), and
depart from evil (Proverbs 3:7, 16:6; 2 Chronicles 19:7; Exodus 20:20; Psalms 34:11, 14; Job 28:28; Proverbs

8:13).

What does it mean to "give glory to Him"? To give glory to God means to reflect
His righteous character in your own life and actions (Exodus 33:18-23, 34:5-8; Acts 10:35; 1

Corinthians 15:33-34; Psalms 29:1-2, 86:7-13). 

 

6)  What does it mean that "the hour of His judgement is come"? This means that the
day of God's judgment had arrived on October 22, 1844 (Evangelism, p 223; Selected Messages,

book 1, p 125; Testimonies, vol 5, p 692). Those who have chosen to serve God and continued
faithful to Him would be judged worthy of everlasting life (Great Controversy, p 480; Testimonies,

vol 4, p 384), but those who choose to reject God and His means of salvation, and to
continue in sin, would be judged unworthy of everlasting life (1 Peter 4:17; Romans 2:5-9; Great

Controversy, p 482-486; Early Writings, p 280). All our sins are being written down in the record
books of heaven for the purpose of the judgment (Daniel 7:9-11; Great Controversy, p 487; Christ’s

Object Lessons, p 310), and it starts first with the dead, and then with the living (Great

Controversy, p 436; Selected Messages, book 1, p 125). The judgment does not free us from sin, but
awakens us to the urgency that time is short, and that we must be delivered through
Jesus from sin's prison house before we are individually judged and can stand in the
judgment (Great Controversy, p 436), or we will face eternal destruction (Revelation 20:11-15).

What does it mean to "worship Him"? To worship God means that we honor,
serve and obey God and Him alone (Psalms 96:9, 29:2, 5:7; 1 Chronicles 16:29; Matthew 4:10; John

4:23-24), that our spiritual allegiance is to God and Him alone and not to any man or
church or government or nation or power (Acts 5:29; Galatians 1:10; Psalms 118:6, 8-9).

7)  These time prophecies connected with the 1st angel’s message were the 1260,
1290, 1335 and the 2300 days, and it further revealed that each day of timed prophecy
represented 1 year of literal time. 

“After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days,
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years”. Numbers 14:34.

“For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of
Israel. And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou
shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day
for a year.” Ezekiel 4:5-6.



These 4 timed prophecies are found in the books of Daniel and Revelation, and
let us briefly go over each one.

The 1290 d/y prophecy of Daniel 12:11, began in the year 508 AD. Before 508
AD Roman Catholicism had almost gained total religious control of all the Western
nations of Europe, yet such nations as the Franks and the Goths still eluded them. But
king Clovis of the Franks decided to convert to Catholicism, and then began a war
against the Goths, and finally conquered them in 508 AD. After conquering the Goths,
king Clovis then turned over to the papacy religious control of his and the Goths
territory. So in 508 AD, the Papacy had obtained complete religious control over all the
Western nations of Europe, thus beginning this 1290 d/y prophecy. And if you add 1290
years onto 508 AD, this will bring you down to the year 1798.

The 1260 d/y prophecy of Daniel 7:25, 12:7; Revelation 11:2-3, 12:6, 14, 13:5,
began in the year 538 AD. Even though Catholicism had already gained religious
control over all Western Europe 30 years earlier, yet they did not yet have complete civil
control. But by 538 Catholicism finally obtained complete control over all the civil
governments of these European nations, thus enabling them to use civil power to
enforce their decrees and punish those who did not bow to their authority and
commands. This total religious and civil control began the 1260 years of the dark ages,
and if you add 1260 years onto 538 AD, this will bring you down to the year 1798. 

In 1798, the French General Berthier captured the pope and took away all power
from the Catholic church, thus giving the Papacy a deadly wound (see Revelation 13:3). 

"...Napoleon gave orders that in the event of his (pope Pius VI) death no
successor should be elected to his office, and that the Papacy should be
discontinued....No wonder that half Europe thought Napoleon's veto would be obeyed,
and that with the pope the Papacy was dead". The Modern Papacy, p 1, by Joseph
Rickaby, S. J. (see also Bible Source, p 392). 

"In 1798 the French republican army under General Berthier took possession of
the city of Rome, and entirely superseded the whole papal power. This was a deadly
wound..." A Commentary and Critical Notes, by Adam Clarke, 1850 (see also Bible
Source, p 393). 

In 1798, both the 1290 and the 1260 d/y prophecies were ended. 

The 1335 d/y prophecy is found in Daniel 12:12. 1335 is 45 d/y more than 1290,
and the 1290 year prophecy ended in 1798. If you add 45 years onto 1798, this will
bring you down to the year 1843. 

Since the 1335 d/y prophecy was seen to be ending in the year 1843, William
Miller believed that the 2300 d/y prophecy would also end in 1843. He then began
preaching that Jesus Christ would return in the clouds of heaven in 1843, and told
everyone that they needed to get themselves ready. So the truths of the 1st angel,
combined with these 4 timed prophecies of Daniel and Revelation was indeed being
heard, studied, believed and followed by multitudes of convicted souls, and a great
religious revival began to occur all around the world, but especially here in America. 


