
The  APOCRYPHA

“I then saw the Word of God, pure and unadulterated, and that we must answer for
the way we received the truth proclaimed from that Word. I saw that it had been a hammer
to break the flinty heart in pieces, and a fire to consume the dross and tin, that the heart
might be pure and holy. I saw that the Apocrypha was the hidden book, and that the
wise of these last days should understand it. I saw that the Bible was the standard
Book, that will judge us at the last day. I saw that heaven would be cheap enough, and that
nothing was too dear to sacrif ice for Jesus, and that we must give all to enter the kingdom.
I heard an angel say, ‘Think ye God will place His seal where there is an idol? No, no.’"--Ms
4, 1850. Manuscript Releases, vol 16, p 34. 

“Christ retained a perfect identity of character, although surrounded by unfavorable
influences, and placed in every variety of circumstances. Nothing supernatural occurred
during the first thirty years of his life at Nazareth which would attract the attention of the
people to himself. The apocraphy [apocrypha] of the New Testament attempts to supply
the silence of the Scriptures in reference to the early life of Christ, by giving a fancy sketch
of his childhood years. These writers relate wonderful incidents and miracles, which
characterized his childhood, and distinguished him from other children. They relate
fictitious tales, and frivolous miracles, which they say he wrought, attributing to Christ the
senseless and needless display of his divine power, and falsifying his character by
attributing to him acts of revenge, and deeds of mischief, which were cruel and ridiculous.

“In what marked contrast is the history of Christ, as recorded by the evangelists,
which is beautiful in its natural simplicity, with these unmeaning stories, and fictitious tales.
They are not at all in harmony with his character. They are more after the order of the
novels that are written, which have no foundation in truth; but the characters delineated are
of fancy creating.” Youth’s Instructor, April 1, 1872.  


